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Assessment

•US national disasters are increasing, with 

27 weather- and climate-related events in 

2024 resulting in 568 direct or indirect 

fatalities and approximately $182 billion in 

economic losses

•Emergency preparedness is a complex, 

multi-sector endeavor involving 

government agencies, community 

partners, and health care organizations

•Health care organizations must be 

prepared for a range of natural disasters; 

however, prioritizing hazards most 

prevalent in their geographic region can 

enhance readiness and resource 

allocation

• Effective emergency preparedness 

requires proactive planning, clearly 

defined expectations, and annual 

education and training

Preparation & Planning

• Review of current tool kit items

• Extensive literature search and review

• Examination of national emergency 

preparedness recommendations 

References & Tool Kit Access

• An extensive bibliography is included in 

the tool kit detailing the references used
 

Team Description

The 2025-2026 AORN National Clinical 

Nursing Practice Committee Chair, Chair-

elect, Members, Board of Directors 

Liaison, and Staff Liaisons.

Implementation

• After reviewing the literature and national emergency preparedness recommendations, the team: 

–Discussed what tools would be valued by perioperative personnel (April 2025)

–Divided the work on identified tools among the group members (May 2025)

–Started work on the identified emergency preparedness tools (May 2025)

–Reviewed the draft tools with the group members for feedback (November/December 2025)

–Completed and submitted the tools to AORN Headquarters personnel (December 2025)

 

AORN’s Emergency Preparedness Tool Kit Outcome

• Seven tools were included in the tool kit

• The Bibliography is not shown

• An extensive list of resources is provided 

to aid in organizational and personal 

emergency preparedness

• Dissemination by webinar presentation 

and poster presentation was completed

Implications for Perioperative 

Nursing

• Thoughtful organizational emergency 

preparedness enhances awareness of 

natural disaster risks and clarifies roles 

and performance expectations during 

events

• Identifying and preparing for natural 

disasters most likely to occur in your 

organization’s geographic region is 

essential 

• Organizations should regularly review 

their emergency preparedness plans and 

consult the AORN Emergency 

Preparedness Checklist to address 

perioperative-specific risks and gaps

• Focused annual education and training 

tailored to the natural disasters most 

likely to affect your organization’s 

geographic area supports workforce 

readiness and effective response when 

disasters occur

Checklist

Impact & Preparedness

Presentation Resources

Maps & Risk Areas

Debriefing Guide
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